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Florida College Access Network:
Who We Are

Our Mission: To create and strengthen a statewide network that catalyzes and supports
communities to improve college and career readiness, access, and completion for all students.

Our Vision: At least 60% of working-age Floridians will hold a high-quality post-secondary
degree or credential by the year 2025.




Florida CAN’s Guiding Values

College is postsecondary education
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College readiness is career readiness
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The Big Goal: 60% Attainment
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Recent reports on the economy and
workforce requirements project future job RECOVERY
openings will disproportionately favor those T S
who have some form of postsecondary e ML
education or training.

Georgetown University’s Center on Education
and the Workforce predicts by 2020, 65
percent of jobs in Florida will require a
postsecondary education.




Where are we now?

Chart:
Current and projected degree attainment
rates for Florida residents ages 25-64 50%
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Florida’s Access Gap
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Low-income: Florida's access gap is class-based

Household income $28,000 for 11-point gap between low-income
family of five students and their peers (8381%%
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The College Access Calendar
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Senior Fall Senior Spring
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Apply Yourself Florida

g
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Part of the American College Application Campaign

A national effort to increase the number of first-generation
and low-income students pursuing a college degree or other
higher education credential, by helping high school seniors
navigate the complex college admissions process and
ensuring that they apply to at least one postsecondary
institution (2-year or 4-year college, certificate program, or
vocational school).
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FLORIDA
COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK




Apply Yourself Florida * mCAN/!
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Schools dedicate time and space during the normal school day to a
college application event.

=t

o Students will have the opportunity to fill out their college P‘?
applications with the support of volunteers

o Students will be encouraged to apply to the school with the
best match and fit

o The event should be open to all graduating seniors, with a
special focus on engaging first-generation students, students
from low-income families, and students who may otherwise not

apply to college FLORIDA
o Also an opportunity to build a college-going culture for all COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK
students




School Commitments

Core Commitments
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o Designate a site coordinator as the primary point person for your event.

o Dedicate time and space (such as the school computer lab) during normal school hours in
which all graduating seniors will have the opportunity to successfully submit at least one

application.

o Keep a record of the number of students who completed applications and how many each
student completed, and report key data to FCAN.



School Commitments
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Recommended Commitments

O

Identify a school-wide team to support the site coordinator in implementing the event. This
may include school staff as well as community volunteers.

Engage families and the community
Create a college-going culture for all students through activities leading up to the event.
Ensure students are prepared to participate prior to the event

Follow up with students after the event to ensure that applications are complete.



Florida CAN Support

Planning Resources: Planning guide, templates

YOURSE
ooV ;
Student Resources >

Training .

Promotional Materials

DA
¢ EFklgl‘}éAﬂON WEEK

O O O O O

Technical Assistance

=L

UIDE

RDINATOR PLANNING G
| 2015

APPLY
YOURSELF‘.

GUIDE

can College Appicaton COTPAE

Share .

o o .
egifpph(;an-

=7 on Wee
k moments

FLOR\DA ) WRurseifry #CouegeAppWeek #lApp]:
| NAPPLIED! o

EK
COLLEGE APPL\CAT\ON WE

- ACAC

i s S




Tools & Resources

Site Coordinator Guide

Planning timeline

Suggested college-going culture activitie emplates
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Tools & Resources
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Tools & Resources
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Apply Yourself Guide

O

Fit, Match & Cost Worksheet
Top 3 Colleges Worksheet
College Application Checklist
Mock College Application
College Essay Tips

Residency Information

Fee Waiver Information

Next Steps

College Fit, Match & Cost

Complate this farm foraach college you are considering using the Bigfutura Collega Search tool st
bigfuture.collegebozrd org.

Name of College:

BT College Application Worksheet

Location of Callge (City, Stete)

Size of College: PERSONAL INFORMATION

Legal Name:

4-yearor 2year?

PublicorPrivate? Any Other Names Used: [for transcripts, stg):

Do they offer my major? ‘Social SecurityNumber:

Address:

3 Students thet return sophomors year:

‘What services are available on ampus thy

How does the college fit your prefere Flace of Birth:
If you =re not = citizn, what type of visa do you hald, of
Ifyou zre 2 parmanent resident, what isyour zlizn ragi

MATCH

How selectivais this callega?

**|fyou are 2 permanentresident, you will needto att]
card to the application.
Have | taken the required highschool coy
How does my GPA comparz with the ave Gender: (M (OIF Race/Ethnici
How do my testscores compare withthe
Com paring my academic record to thi Ara you an activedutysarvice membar?  (JIYES ()
Areyouzvetersn? (JJYES (JINO

COST Are you adependent who iseligiblefor bensfits? ()

Total estimated cost tosttand: 5,
56 freshman with nead who received zid: APPLICATION INEORMATION

3 of need met throvgh scholarships/gran|

Type of Application: Term
My calculated net price: S Planned Mzjor-
Does the cost seem reasonable? |
HiGH SCHOOL INFORMATION
! pla" on =p Name of School:
City:
Expected ion Date:

3) YOU DID IT! Now what?

Next steps afteryou’ve applied to college.

Congratulations—you've spplisd tacollege!! You've taken the first stepin gaing tocollege, butyou're nat
done yet. Hers are some tipsand reminders forwhatto doonce yau'vefilled out the application:

+

Y

A

A

Make sure your application fe been paid. fyou completed an online application, you
likely paid your application fee usingacredit card when you submitted the application. Ifyou
submitted a paper application, make sure you sent ina check to coveryour application fee
Some schools don’t require 2n application fee. Keep track of what institutions you paid 2 fee to
25 well asthe method of payment and delivery. Ifyou are using afee waiver, make sure that
you submitted it according to the college’s procedures.

been s=nt. Follaw up with the collsgeswhere you have applisd
2ll the nacessary documents that wentalang with

Make sure your transcripts ha

t they received your tr
your zpplication. |

Crea IN for your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Students willneeda
“FSA 1D," which consists of a user-created username and password, to apply for federal financial
zid. Do this early — you'll need it every year you apply! To creste aFSAID, goto
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid [FAFSA). You CAN afford to go to colles
—fill out the FAFSA to unlock thousands of dollarsin grants and loans. At some Florida colleges,
the deadline to receive some forms ofaid is March 1, so get your application in early. However,
be sure to complete the form even ifyou don’t meetyour school's deadline, 2syou might still
qualify for federal zid. Go to www fzfsz.2d.2ov to completeyour zpplication, or askyour school
counselor for assistance. Some communities affer programs, such as College Goal Sunday and
financial aid nights, to help students and their families with the finandal sid application process.

Apply for Floridastate grants and scholarships. In addition to the grants and loans available
through the federal government, the State of Florids offers 2 variety of merit- 2nd need-based
scholarship and grant programs. These include Bright Futures, First Generation Matching Grant,
and FloridaStudant Assistance Grant. Learn more st www floridastudentfinancizlzid org,

Apply for scholarships, There are thousands of scholarship dollars available, based on both need
&nd merit. Contact your local community foundation, local educstion foundation, 2sk your
school counselor, and researchlocal i ilzblein your ity and national
scholarships




Many schools take advantage of Apply Yourself Florida as a time
to build excitement around college, with college-going culture activities
that involve everyone!
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LOCAL NEWS

REICTIERE < 0 D ©
Sebring High holds its first College
Application Week

\ S
= ™ S

From left: Sebring High senior Timothy Rodriguez observes as school volunteer George Hensley assists senior Joshua Lester on Monday during Sebring
High School's inaugural College Application Week. The goal of this effort, with the help of more than 25 volunteers, is to give every senior the opportunity

RS ol Credit: Highlands Today

At Sebring High School, former
Sebring mayor George Henley
volunteered to help students

complete their college applications.




Lake!

ndgov.net

WHEREAS, Florida and Lakeland's civic health, prosperity, and
success in creating good jobs for its citizens depends on its ability 1o INCIEAS
college for all A including Jow

college-goers, adult learners, and students of color; and

and first generation

WHERFEAS, Florida P N anization that has
rosperity Partnership is an org:
¢engaged the collaborative conversation with community leaders that college

is for everyone. The College is 4 Everyone college access network has joined

the national effort to increase the number of first-generation and low-come
students pursuing a college degree or other higher education credential: and

WHEREAS, the College is 4 Everyone network is established to

empower and strengthen community partnerships to improve the College
Access, Career Preparation and College Completion for students in the city of
Lakeland and around Simpson Park: and

WHEREAS, the College is 4 Everyone network maintains a voice and

presence in the community informing and supporting students to be the
college going culture that helps to impact the increasing demand for post-
secondary education and training.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, R. HOWARD WIGGS, Mayor of the City of
Lakeland, do hereby proclaim October 17-23, 2015 as
COLLEGE APPLICATION WEEK
in the City of Lakeland and commend the College is 4 Everyone network
whose work benefits our entire community.

the Official Seal of d

 WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused

the City of Lakeland to be affixed this 5 day of October

PROCILAMATION———

In Lakeland, a community

organization supporting College
Application Week was able to get an

official proclamation from the mayor.




Students across the state
were excited to show off their
“I Applied” stickers.




Florida FAFSA Challenge i
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A friendly competition between schools and districts, with the goal of
increasing the proportion of high school seniors that complete the
FAFSA

Encourages schools and districts to set a FAFSA completion goal 5%
higher than their rate as of March 31, 2015 (or a goal that fits their
school), and gives awards to those that make significant strides in
FAFSA completion

Aims to recognize schools and districts for what they’re already doing, 7
and link them to the resources they need to boost FAFSA completion s




Award Categories "@!
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The Winners Circle
o “MVP” (Highest FAFSA completion rate through March 315t)

o  “Most Improved” (Highest improvement in their FAFSA completion rate since March 315t)

o “Fastest Lap” (Beat their FAFSA completion rate from last year by 5% in the fewest amount of
days; must have a FAFSA completion rate of at least 20% in 2016 to qualify)

Champions

Florida schools and districts that set and achieve a FAFSA completion goal through March 31,
2016. Schools must register to qualify.

All-Stars
All Florida schools and districts that boost FAFSA completion by at least 5% from last year.



Key Strategies

1) Set a goal and track your data

research « communication e advocacy  support

2) Hold a FAFSA event

3) Promote the importance of FAFSA to students and families
4) Text students with important reminders

5) Provide incentives and engage in friendly competition

6) Collaborate with community partners and champions



The Talent4Tomorrow Partnership's local
college access network hosted a highly
successful FAFSA night at North Port High.
An impressive 75 families from across
Sarasota participated in the event.




“Fill out your FAFSA. Free
Money, Free Candy!”

Nova High School in Davie,
Florida created a “sweet
rewards” candy buffet for
students who complete the
FAFSA .




Florida CAN Support

o Data Dashboard
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o Leaderboard — N

[y =] [en ~ | [Pinelias
. - View School, District or State data? Charter Status School Service Type

o FAFSA Completion Toolkit [ Al @@
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New FAFSA Finish Line for 2016

1. Use filters to find schools and make meaningful comparisons 3. Hover over data to view details and additional information

DY SCNOOI  LISLView  Mapview  Letanview = Financial Alg Kesources
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Florida FAFSA Finish Line: Completion Rates for 12th Graders at Florida Public Schools

“lorida FAFSA Finish Line: Completion Rates for 12th Graders at Florida Public Schools Use filters by selecting the ¥ b i kot i o e o 30 b o P i Py e R el The FAFSA Finish Line
14 you know Florida's high school graduates leave behind over $100 million each year in Pell Grants? Did you know that FAFSA completion & & strong indicator of college attendance? Filling out the FAFSA is an essential step in preparing for life after high school and finding out how
S i i PR 4 ot s S0 i o e T T e T drop down boxes or uch maney o can gt topayforcallege o career schon. \

' allows users to view

View FAFSA completion data for over 600 public schools in Florida by navigating the search tools and filters below.
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Leaderboard Updated Weekly
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FAFSA begins October 1 for next senior class!

"FLORIDA

SUBMIT A FAFSA EARLIE
The earlier submission

(There is NO CHANGE

USE EARLIER INCOME INFORMATION

)17-18 FAFSA, studer

IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND
COLLEGE FROM

YOU CAN SUBMIT
THE FAFSA FROM

USING TAX
INFORMATION FROM

July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016

January 1, 2015-June 30, 2016

2014

July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017

January 1, 2016-June 30, 2017

2015

July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018

October 1, 2016-June 30, 2018

2015

July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

Federal StudentAid

October 1, 2017-June 30, 2019

2016

StudentAid.gov/fafsa-changes
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Student Level Data

o The Florida Department of Education Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) is
working with school districts to make student level FAFSA completion data available to
schools.

o Knowing which students have completed the FAFSA can help you identify and reach out to
those students who have not. For more information on how school districts can have access
to this data, contact Lori Auxier, OSFA Director of Outreach, at lauxier@fldoe.org.



mailto:lauxier@fldoe.org

Florida College Decision Day G
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o Inspired by NCAA Signing Day, also referred to as College Signing Day
o Has spread throughout the country, and is supported by the First Lady’s

Reach Higher Initiative FLH

o Schools host celebration of students who have committed to their

postsecondary plans, open to all students (for example, a pep rally, @L&E@E

special breakfast, or lunchtime activity)

o Florida CAN provides planning materials, templates, and technical E@HSHN
assistance
DAY



Florida College Decision Day

Why host a decision day event?
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o To recognize all students for their postsecondary plans

o To encourage and remind students that it’s time to make a decision
o To support the best match and fit for each student

o Toinfluence younger students as they prepare for college

o To support a college-going culture and wrap up the school year with a celebration



Florida College Decision Day

We encourage schools to:

o Recognize ALL students for their postsecondary plans (2-yr, 4-yr, military, postsecondary
certificate)

o Hold recognition in front of the high school’s entire student body

o Contact local media — encourage publicity beyond the high school community

o Have fun!




Florida College Decision Day

Can take many forms:

o School-wide pep rally

o Community fair

o Lunch-time event
And might include:

o Guest speakers

o School band

o College T-shirts

o Cake or other treats




Get Involved!
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For schools:

o Register and find toolkits at www.floridacollegeaccess.org under “Florida Initiatives.”

For school districts:
o Contact me to schedule a training!
For higher ed institutions and community partners:
o If you already have school or district level partners, let them know you’d be willing to support their efforts.
o If you're interested in connecting with a school or district to support their efforts, contact me!
o Initiatives have been adapted for use by community organizations

Contact Information:
Arianna Pineiro
Special Projects Coordinator, Florida CAN

apineiro@floridacollegeaccess.org | (813) 974-6429



http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/

Questions & Discussion...

Type in your questions using the QUESTIONS function on GoToWebinar application
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Our work is possible thanks to the generous contributions of our funding partners




Supporting Florida’s
Undocumented Students

FLORIDA COLLEGE ACCESS NETWORK

Introducing... FloridaShines: A New Website
to Help Students Plan for College

FLORIDA COLLEGE ACCESS NETWORK T .
. X
2025

\dmissions info. Brow: Search libraries. Find an “Explo

degree programs. online course.

www.FloridaShines.org

How can we help students make better
college decisions?

FLORIDA COLLEGE ACCESS NETWORK

A quarter said they had never heard of Pell
before this survey.

Find archived webinar slides and recordings at:

http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/events/ or
http://www.floridacollegeaccess.org/research-and-data/



Florida FAFSA Challenge
(Hosted by the National College
Access Network)
Thursday, March 31st at 2pm
**Register here**

COLLEGE .
. SCORECARD BeyondEducation.

>
o

Choosing the Right College with BeyondEducation.org: Earnings

the College Scorecard and Other Outcomes of Florida’s
Tuesday, April 12th at 2pm Postsecondary Graduates and
**Register here** Completers

Thursday, April 28th at 2pm
**Register here**

Upcoming Webinars!



http://www.collegeaccess.org/EventDetails?dg=ec0d0d05-3933-4ccb-9223-6915df8483bd
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3671444520821401604
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1722211615403078913

2016 Florida College Access and Success Summit

May 11=12, 2016 B Resort and Spa, Lake Buena Vista

Registration is open at fcansummit.com!
Early registration ends April 13t



research « communication e advocacy ¢ support

Join the Goal 2025 Movement!

floridacollegeaccess.org
Twitter: @ GOAL2025FLORIDA




